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Frequently Asked Questions: Parents & Carers 

 

What is Your Future Story? 

Your Future Story is a new programme designed to support young people in Cornwall, 

Devon, Dorset and Somerset to succeed at school and explore exciting future 

opportunities – including progression to university. 

Developed by the Colyton Foundation in partnership with schools across the region, the 

Sutton Trust and the Universities of Bristol, Cambridge and Exeter, the programme is fully 

funded by these partners and offered at no cost to schools, pupils or their families. 

Your Future Story provides enhanced support and enrichment for pupils from Year 7 

onwards. Pupils join a long-term cohort that offers academic guidance, personal 

development, and access to opportunities not always available through regular school 

provision. 

In the early years of the programme, the focus is on helping pupils feel that they belong, 

are supported, and can thrive at school. Building confidence and connection at this stage 

lays the foundation for continued success, so that as pupils grow, they have as many 

opportunities open to them as possible. 

The programme recognises that young people across the South West often face additional 

barriers due to geography or access to opportunity — and aims to ensure that talent is 

recognised, supported and nurtured, so that pupils can thrive at school, access 

opportunities, and make informed choices about their future. 

 

Why does this programme exist? 

Your Future Story was created in response to the fact that many young people with great 

potential in the South West face additional barriers to long-term success — including fewer 

opportunities, limited access to enrichment, and regional challenges such as rural isolation 

and transport. 

Research shows that even pupils who achieve highly in primary school may find it harder to 

stay on track as they move through secondary school, especially if they don’t have access to 

the same networks or experiences as their peers elsewhere. 

This programme exists to change that — by offering long-term support, inspiring 

opportunities, and trusted guidance to help pupils stay motivated, achieve highly, and feel 

confident in choosing the future that’s right for them. 

 

What does the programme involve for participating pupils? 

• Mentoring: Each pupil has a Teacher Champion in their school to support and 

encourage them regularly. 

• Trips & Visits: Pupils visit universities and employers to learn about future 

possibilities. 

• Workshops: Sessions build confidence, resilience, communication and teamwork. 

• Scholarship Masterclasses: Fun, challenging academic sessions that spark curiosity. 

• Social Support: Activities help pupils connect with like-minded peers across the South 

West. 

• Family Engagement: Parents and carers are invited to sessions and conversations to 

support their child’s success. 

https://www.colytonfoundation.org/
https://www.suttontrust.com/
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Why has my child been invited onto the programme? 

The programme is for pupils who have shown strong academic potential at primary school 

and meet the programme’s eligibility criteria.  

Each year, participating schools receive a small number (usually 3–5) of fully funded places. 

Schools use programme guidelines to invite pupils. 

Your child’s teachers felt they would benefit from — and contribute to — this programme, 

which is why they have been invited. 

 

My child is doing fine – why do they need extra help? 

They’ve been selected because they’re doing well — and we want to help them keep achieving 

highly. Sometimes, even high-achieving children can lose motivation or miss out on 

opportunities. This programme helps ensure your child continues to thrive and doesn’t miss 

out simply because of where they live. 

 

How does the programme fit in with my child’s normal school life? 

Your Future Story is designed to fit naturally alongside your child’s school experience — 

supporting their learning, building confidence, and opening up new opportunities. 

Most activities take place during tutor time, lunch, or occasional enrichment days planned in 

advance with the school. Mentoring and support from the Teacher Champion happens within 

school and complements your child’s learning and wellbeing. It won’t interfere with their 

regular lessons or cause disruption. 

The programme also helps pupils feel a strong sense of connection — both with their peers 

at school and with a wider community of like-minded learners across the South West. It 

helps pupils build pride in their achievements, confidence in their abilities, and a clear 

sense of belonging. 

 

Does the programme focus only on going to university? 

No. The aim of Your Future Story isn’t to direct your child toward a single route — it’s to open 

up opportunities and help them make informed choices about their future. 

While there is good evidence that university can lead to benefits such as better earnings, 

broader life opportunities, and access to a wider range of careers, it is not the only 

pathway to those outcomes. 

That’s why the programme also supports pupils to explore a wide range of options, including: 

• Higher and degree apprenticeships (combining work and study) 

• Specialist vocational qualifications 

• Employer-led pathways in areas like tech, engineering and healthcare 

The bottom line is: we help your child to achieve highly and understand the full range of 

pathways available — so they can make the choice that’s right for them. 

 

What does Teacher Champion mentoring involve? 

Each pupil is supported by a Teacher Champion — a trained member of staff based in their 

school who acts as a consistent point of contact throughout the programme. 

Teacher Champions get to know your child and offer regular mentoring sessions to support 

both academic progress and personal development. These sessions are designed to help 

your child: 
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• Stay motivated and confident in their learning 

• Set goals and reflect on their progress 

• Access new opportunities and resources 

• Talk through challenges, whether academic or social 

Mentoring takes place during tutor time, lunch, or other agreed times in the school day — so 

it fits around normal lessons and doesn’t interrupt core learning. 

Teacher Champions also work closely with families. They will contact you regularly to check 

in about your child’s progress, answer questions, and are always ready to offer support. Their 

role is to make sure your child feels understood, encouraged, and well-supported 

throughout their journey. 

 

How are parents and carers involved in the programme? 

We are committed to working closely with parents and carers, because we believe the best 

support for young people happens when schools, families, and the programme team 

work together. 

Each participating pupil is supported by a Teacher Champion. They will contact you regularly 

to check in about your child’s progress, are available to answer any questions, and are always 

ready to have a conversation if concerns arise or extra support is needed. 

In addition, the central Colyton Foundation team are always happy to offer support and 

advice. Whether you have a general query about the programme or want to talk through your 

child’s journey, we are here to help throughout the year. 

The programme begins with a welcome event at your child’s school, where you can meet 

the Teacher Champion and other staff, ask questions, and hear more about what’s ahead. You 

and your child will also be invited to join a live online session with families from across the 

South West to help you feel part of the wider Your Future Story community. 

Throughout the year, we offer a range of guidance sessions — both in person and online — 

to help you support your child in accessing opportunities and planning for the future. 

We know life can be busy, and everyone’s situation is different. That’s why we’re committed to 

making it accessible for all families: 

• Events will be shared in advance and recorded if you can’t attend live 

• Printed materials are available on request 

• One-to-one conversations can be arranged at times that suit you 

If you face any barriers — time, confidence, internet access or anything else — please let us 

know. We’ll do everything we can to support you and make sure you feel welcome, included, 

and informed. 

 

What do the university and employer trips involve? 

Each year, your child will take part in one university trip and one employer visit as part of 

the Your Future Story programme. In the early years these are day trips, building up to 

overnight residential visits as pupils get older. 

These visits are designed to inspire pupils, build confidence, and help them connect what 

they’re learning in school with real-world opportunities. 

We place a strong emphasis on local opportunities across the South West. Employer visits 

may include organisations such as Babcock, Leonardo Helicopters, LiveWest, Cornwall 

Spaceport, and the Royal Navy — helping young people see the wide range of high-skill, 

high-value careers available in the region. 
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University visits give pupils the chance to explore a campus, meet current students, and 

experience what university life is really like. They’ll take part in interactive sessions and 

team-building activities to build confidence and curiosity. 

All trips are fully supervised. A Teacher Champion, or another trusted staff member from 

your child’s school or trust, will accompany them and act as their main point of contact. 

Colyton Foundation staff will also be present, ensuring the experience is safe, engaging, 

and well-organised. 

There is no cost to parents or carers — all transport, food, and materials are fully funded. 

Schools manage all arrangements and will work with you to support your child’s 

participation. 

 

What if my child doesn’t want to continue? 

Participation is optional, and we want every child to feel positive about being part of the 

programme. If they choose to step away, we understand — and if things change later, we will 

do all we can to welcome them back. 

 

What information will the Colyton Foundation collect about my child? 

In addition to the data provided by parents and carers in the parent/carer consent form, 

participants schools provide us with the following data: 

1. Administrative data – to help run the programme: 

• Name 

• DfE Unique Pupil Number 

• School name 

• Date of birth 

• Home postcode 

• Pupils’ school email address 

• Gender 

• Needs and behavioural information relevant to Your Future Story trips and visits 

 Diversity and evaluation data – to understand impact and ensure fairness: 

• ethnicity 

• English as an additional language (EAL) 

• Looked After Child (LAC) 

• details of any special Educational needs or disabilities (SEND) 

• Pupil Premium (PP) eligibility 

• Free School Meal (FSM) entitlement 

• prior academic attainment 

• attendance data 

• academic attainment data (including GCSE and A Level outcomes) 

• post-16 and 18 destinations 

Some of this is considered sensitive personal data and is handled with extra care. 

 

Why does the programme need information about my child? 

To deliver the Your Future Story programme effectively, we need some basic information 

about your child. This helps us: 

• Organise trips and activities safely 

• Track progress and offer tailored support 

• Understand how the programme is working across different communities 

We only collect data that is necessary and relevant to your child’s participation. 
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How is my child’s data protected? 

The Colyton Foundation takes data protection seriously. We: 

• Use secure, up-to-date systems 

• Limit access to authorised staff only 

• Anonymise data where possible 

• Delete data securely when no longer needed 

• Have backup and recovery systems in place 

We also work closely with a professional Data Protection Officer to ensure all risks are 

managed appropriately. 

 

Do you ask for my consent? 

Yes. We will ask for your explicit opt-in consent through the Parent/Carer Permission Form 

before collecting or using your child’s data. 

 

Will my child’s data be shared with anyone else? 

Yes, but only when necessary and always securely. We may share data with: 

• Partner universities and organisations helping deliver the programme 

• Evaluation teams (using anonymised data only) 

• Event providers (to ensure safety and accessibility) 

All partners must sign a Data Sharing Agreement and follow strict data protection rules. 

 

Will data be shared outside the UK or Europe? 

No. Data will not be transferred outside the UK or EEA without your school’s written consent. 

If this ever becomes necessary, we will ensure your child’s data is fully protected. 

 

Will you share information back with my child’s school? 

Yes. We work closely with your child’s school and will share relevant information, such as: 

• Accident or medical reports 

• Safeguarding concerns 

• Updates on progress or participation 

This helps ensure your child is supported both in and out of school. 

 

Can I see what data you hold about my child? 

Yes. You have the right to request access to your child’s data at any time. Just contact us at 

info@colytonfoundation.org. 

 

What if I change my mind about data sharing? 

You can withdraw your consent at any time. Just let us or your child’s school know. We’ll 

explain what impact this might have on your child’s participation in the programme. 

 

 

 



 
6 

 

I have some more questions — who can I talk to? 

You can speak to: 

• Your child’s Teacher Champion — they are trained to support programme 

participants 

• The senior leader at your child’s school responsible for Your Future StoryThe Colyton 

Foundation team — we’re always happy to help 

        Email: info@colytonfoundation.org 

  Website: www.colytonfoundation.org 

 

 

 

http://www.colytonfoundation.org/

