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Frequently Asked Questions: Programme Participants

What is Your Future Story?

Your Future Story is a programme for young people from Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and
Somerset that offers extra opportunities to help you do well in school, explore your
interests, and think ahead to your future. You and a small group of pupils from your
school will join with a cohort of over 100 Year 7 pupils to part in activities that build
your skills, grow your confidence, and give you a better idea of what paths you might
want to take later on.

You'll also have regular one-to-one mentoring sessions with your Teacher Champion
— a trusted adult in school who is there to support you, help you set goals, and make
sure you're getting the most out of the programme.

Why have | been chosen?

You've been invited to join because your teachers believe you have real potential —
and that you'll benefit from being part of a group that gets extra support and
enrichment. Every school selects a small number of pupils based on how well they've
done and how much they could gain from the programme.

Will it take me out of lessons?

Most activities are designed to fit around your usual school timetable — happening
during tutor time, lunch, or planned enrichment days. Apart from two day trips (see
below). You won't miss core lessons unless something specific has been arranged
and agreed with your school.

What will I actually do?
You'll get to:

o Take part in workshops that develop confidence, communication and
leadership

e Visit universities and employers to learn about different courses and careers
e Join sessions with other pupils from across the South West

e Receive mentoring from your school's Teacher Champion to help you stay on
track and make the most of your time in school

Who is my Teacher Champion?

Your Teacher Champion is a member of staff in your school who will support you
throughout the programme. They'll check in with you regularly, help with goal setting,
and be there if you have questions or need advice.




What are the trips about?

Each year, you'll take part in two main trips: one to a university, and one to a local
employer. These are designed to be fun days where you can get to know other pupils
on the programme, take part in team-building activities, and grow your confidence.

In the first year of the programme you will visit either the University of Bristol or the
University of Exeter, Penryn Campus, and a business that offers exciting career
opportunities (for example Spaceport Cornwall or Leonardo Helicopters).

They also aim help you understand more about your future options — whether that's
higher education, apprenticeships, or careers in industries across the region. You'll
be accompanied by school staff and supported throughout the day.

Do | need to pay for anything?

No — everything is fully funded. Travel, food, and materials are all covered by the
programme.

What if I'm unsure about taking part?

It's completely normal to have questions or feel unsure about trying something new.
The programme is designed to be supportive, and no one expects you to have
everything figured out. You can always talk to your Teacher Champion or another
trusted member of staff if you're unsure about anything.

What if | decide the programme isn’t for me?

Participation is optional — if at any point you feel the programme isn't right for you,
speak with your Teacher Champion. We hope you'll find value in it, but the decision is
always yours.

Who can | talk to if | have more questions?

You can speak to your Teacher Champion, your form tutor, or any teacher you feel
comfortable with. They'll be happy to answer your questions or help you find out
more.

Your Future Story is here to help you get the most out of school now — and feel
confident and excited about the future ahead.




